doctrine of peace

I. Vocabulary.

A. Hebrew: ~l;v'  (shalam), verb, to be whole, safe and sound; of a building project, to be finished; to make peace with someone.

B. ~wOlv' (shalom), adj., whole, entire, healthy, sound, secure or tranquil; peace, absence of war, a healthy relationship, friendship, concord.

C. Greek: eivrhneu,w (eireneuo), verb, 4X, to make peace, to cultivate or keep peace, to unite two discordant parties

1. eivrh,nh (eirene), f.noun, 92X, a state of national tranquility, freedom from war, peace between individuals, harmony or concord.

2. eivrhniko.j (eirenikos), adj. 2X, pertaining to that which is peaceful, peaceable, loving or bringing peace.  James 3:17

3. eivrhnopoie,w (eirenopoieo), verb, 1X, to make peace between two conflicting parties, to establish harmony.  Col. 1:20

4. eivrhnopoio,j (eirenopoios), m.noun, 1X, a peacemaker, one that seeks to restore harmony where conflict exists.  Matt. 5:9

II. Definition and description.

A. The root meaning of the word peace is a state of completion, wholeness, or harmony.

B. Peace deals with the absence of conflict between two or more parties.

C. The internal quality of peace (inner peace or serenity) is that state in which there is freedom from things that are upsetting, disquieting, or disturbing; this includes inner fears, agitating passions, or moral conflicts.

D. Externally, peace refers to a state in which there is harmony in interpersonal relations, a state in which mutual goodwill and calm prevail.

E. Nationally, peace is defined as freedom from civil disturbance or agitation arising from within a nation; externally, it denotes freedom from aggressors outside the nation--an absence of national or international conflict.

III. God is a God of peace and actively promotes peace among men as seen in the way He reveals Himself in the Scriptures.  Jud. 6:24; Isa. 9:6; Rom. 16:20;  ICor. 14:33; IIThess. 3:16

A. While God has revealed Himself to be a God of peace, mankind must accept the terms of  peace that God freely offers them through the gospel.  Isa. 27:5, 55:7; Eph. 6:15
B. The peace of God does not exist at the expense of any of His attributes, particularly righteousness, justice, or truth.  Ps. 85:10; Jere. 33:5-8

C. When men refuse to orient to the terms of the peace that God offers, they suffer the consequences.  Isa. 57:21; Lk. 19:41-44, 21:6

D. The salvation, rebound, and maturity adjustments are the mechanics by which men can establish and maintain peace with God.  Rom. 5:1; IJn. 1:9; IICor. 13:11

E. Like God, believers are to pursue peace with those around them (and not retaliate with revenge tactics) to the extent that they can do so without violating other principles of doctrine.  Rom. 12:17-20

IV. Phase one peace is also known as reconciliation.  Rom. 5:1

A. For a reconciliation to be necessary, there must first exist some conflict, hostility, or estrangement between two or more parties.

B. The Bible makes it plain that man is born estranged from God and continues to manifest that hostility by committing violations of His righteousness.  Eph. 2:1-3; Col. 1:21-22

C. Christ removed the enmity by bearing the penalty for the commands that mankind had violated.  Eph. 2:14-16; Col. 2:13-14

D. There is a positional reconciliation that was effected when God removed the enmity between mankind and Himself at the spiritual death of His Son.  IICor. 5:19

E. Thus, God demonstrated His desire for peace with mankind by removing the sin barrier that separated mankind from Him.  Jn. 1:29; Heb. 9:26
F. Experiential reconciliation comes to each person when he accepts the work of Christ on his behalf and places his faith in Him.  Rom. 5:11

G. The gospel is the message of peace/reconciliation.  Eph. 6:15

H. Believers are to function as ambassadors of God’s peace by offering the terms of the  gospel to those who do not believe.  Acts 8:25,40
I. Ph1 peace was taught in the Levitical offerings by the peace offering.  Lev. 3:1ff

V. Phase two peace is available to those that have been reconciled Ph1 and walk in fellowship with God; they also continue to reconcile themselves to God through the rebound technique.

A. Inner peace constitutes one part of the spiritual dynamics of the positive believer, who is pursuing the plan of God in a properly functioning local church, which emphasizes the intake and application of Bible doctrine under face to face teaching.

B. As will be observed, many factors are either necessary or contribute to whether or not one enjoys this blessing in time.  

C. Jesus promised this inner tranquility to His disciples, and by extension to all believers the night before the crucifixion.  Jn. 14:27

D. Although He recognized that the cosmos would not be kindly disposed toward those that were His, He assured them that they could enjoy His peace.  Jn. 16:33

E. Inner peace, also known as a relaxed mental attitude, is the result of walking in fellowship (Gal. 5:22), resident Bible doctrine in the inner man (IIPet. 1:2), and the faith-rest technique.  Phil. 4:6-7

F. Philippians 4:6-7 indicates that prayer plays an integral role in a believer’s peace and the matter of harmony with those around him, which is not characterized by worry, anxiety, agitation, or conflict.
G. Believers are commanded to have inner peace (Col. 3:15), indicating that the applying believer can enjoy inner tranquility in all manner of circumstances.  Ps. 4:8; Isa. 26:3; IIThess. 3:16

H. Inner peace comes as a result of occupation with Christ (Jn. 14:1), the plan and promises of God (Ps. 119:165; Isa. 26:3-4; Rom. 15:13), and  orientation to the Holy Spirit.  Rom. 8:6

I. Inner peace is a result of orienting to Divine discipline, which is designed to lead believers to increased righteousness.  Heb. 12:11

J. Inner peace is often associated with inner happiness.  Prov. 12:20; Isa. 55:12; Rom. 14:17

K. Inner peace and a clear conscience are two of the very great blessings associated with dying grace.  IITim. 4:6-8

L. Adjusted believers are to function as ambassadors to those that are maladjusted to sound doctrine, encouraging them to return to a Ph2 peace with God.  IICor. 5:18-20
VI. There is an external peace that the believer is to pursue with regard to those that are in the local church, as wall as those who are outside the Church.  Heb. 12:14; IPet. 3:10-11

A. Bible doctrine, the wisdom that comes from above, is described as peaceable since it results in a life that is characterized by peacefulness.  James 3:17; Prov. 3:17

B. Believers are to pursue peace with those within the local church, which is the sphere in which one guards the unity of the Spirit.  IICor. 13:11; Eph. 4:3

C. Believers are to conduct themselves in such a way that their behavior commends itself to others; they have obligations to present a good witness of the life toward those outside the plan of God.  Phil. 4:5; IThess. 4:11-12; IPet. 4:15

D. There are special blessings promised to those that pursue and promote peace, such as:

1. Blessing in time and eternity for peacemakers.  Prov. 12:20; Matt. 5:9

2. The promise of a memorial with future generations.  Ps. 37:37

3. Deliverance from the antagonism of his enemies.  Prov. 16:7

E. Those who are negative to God’s plan do not seek peace and do not know the blessings of it.  Isa. 48:22; Rom. 3:17

F. While the believer is to enjoy peaceful relationships with those in the local church, one does not achieve or maintain peace by compromising with or embracing negative volition, since that would violate the doctrine of separation.  Matt. 10:34-39

G. The legitimate pursuit of peace does not negate the doctrine of separation from those that are hostile to the truth, even if they are family or close friends.  Lk. 9:5, 10:11

VII. There is a false or pseudo-peace that is offered by the cosmos.

A. Jesus Christ spoke of the “peace” that the world has to offer.  Jn. 14:27

B. This false peace is not based on the principles of Bible doctrine, but is based on pleasant circumstances, the details of life, popularity, achievements, money, fun, personal and familial relationships.

C. Essentially, unbelievers often enjoy peace as long as they get their own way; some people are peaceful until they are told no.

D. When any one of the things on which the negative build their house of cards is threatened, their peace vanishes and they often show their true colors.

E. Outwardly, cosmic unbelievers and negative believers maintain peace with others by means of hypocrisy, flying false colors, and compromising their norms and standards when they deem it necessary.  Ps. 28:3

F. The adjusted believer does not pretend to be something he is not in order to establish or maintain a relationship with others (particularly those who are not interested in God’s plan).  Rom. 12:9; James 3:17; IPet. 2:1

G. Neither does he compromise his doctrinal standards in order to make others that are engaged in sinful or human viewpoint activities feel comfortable.  Gal. 2:11ff

H. While the negative engage in a peace-at-any-cost mentality, the adjusted believer recognizes that those who are negative to sound doctrine make it spiritually impossible to have peace with them.  IKings 2:6; Ezra 9:12 

I. It is a foolish believer that attempts to maintain peace with those who have rejected fellowship with the Lord.  Jer. 16:5; James 4:4

VIII. National and international peace.

A. Peace is regularly used in the Word of God to denote the absence of warfare.  IKings 4:24; IIChron. 20:30

B. Warfare has been a regular feature of human existence and will continue to be so; this is based on the failure of men to orient to the plan of God.   Eccles. 3:8; Matt 24:6

C. The Lord promised peace to Israel, but only in relation to the level at which that nation and its leaders oriented to the principles of Bible doctrine.  Deut. 28:2,7

D. However, failure to do so would destroy their peace.  Deut. 28: 25, 49-50

E. Because of the sinful, predatory nature of certain nations, the earth will never experience an absence of war prior to the Millennium.  Matt. 24:6-7

F. At that time, Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, will establish His kingdom on the planet, rule from Zion, and exercise His dominion over all the nations of the earth.  Isa. 9:6-7; Dan. 2:44, 7:13-14

1. His kingdom of peace will be established by military conquest, as signified by the stone smashing the statue of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.  Rev. 19:11-21; Dan. 2:44

2. During this time in history, there will be no armed conflict between nations.  Isa. 2:4; Hos. 2:18; Micah 4:1-3; Zech. 9:10

3. There will be a peace between mankind and lower creation as part, if not all, of the curse is lifted.  Isa. 11:6-9, 65:25

4. Israel, as the chief of the nations, will dwell in peace in the land that has been promised to them.  Isa. 60:14,18, 66:12; Ezek. 28:25-26

G. At the national level there are always those deluded individuals that deceive the masses via their pseudo-peace propaganda.  Jere. 6:14

H. Jeremiah, whose job it was to announce the coming of the fifth cycle of discipline to Israel, was opposed by a “patriotic peace movement”.  Jere. 6:14, 8:11,15, 14:13-18, 23:16-22

I. The United States has fallen prey to the deluded notion that it will remain exempt from the ravages of warfare by building up its enemies, attempting to curry their favor by infusions of cash and weaponry.  Isa. 47:8-9

J. The Word of God predicted a worldwide peace movement during the last days that Satan manipulates to blind men to the coming wrath.  IThess. 5:1-3

K. This is his attempt to establish a pseudo-Millennium through his Luciferian/humanistic system, which will eventuate in the appearance of Antichrist, who will initially appear as a man of peace.  Dan. 8:23-25; Rev. 6:1-2

IX. Concluding uses of peace in Scripture.

A. It is used in salutations and benedictions to express a legitimate desire on the part of the author toward his readers.  Rom. 1:7; ICor. 1:3; Gal. 6:16

B. It was used in greetings to inquire about hostile intentions; it was also used in parting to acknowledge the fact that all is well between the two parties.  IIKings 9:17; Ex. 4:18; Lk. 7:50

C. It was regularly used as a means to calm those that are troubled.  Jud. 6:23; Jn. 20:19,26

D. Jesus instructed the 70 to employ this term when they stayed as guests at a house (emphasizing the Divine blessing for hospitality); however, if the host was antagonistic to peace, their blessing would return to them.  Lk. 10:5-6

E. Those intending to deceive the believer may use it in a hypocritical sense.  Ps. 28:3, 55:20-21, 120:7

F. It is used as a benediction on Israel and Jerusalem.  Ps 122:6-8, 125:5, 128:6
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